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Message from the President
Dear Friends,

Ken Wanovich, President
Keys 4 Life, Inc.

This past year, we’ve seen tremendous growth
in our organization! Not only did we have a very
successful fundraiser in December, but the
work we have been doing in Isla Mujeres,
Mexico - repairing and rebuilding homes,
working with the schools and public safety
officials - is being recognized by the Mexican
people as a genuine help in their community.
It’s gratifying to know that our reputation is
strong and the work we are doing is well received.

Four years ago, after a visit to the village of Guadalupana, my wife Debbie and I
saw the tar paper homes and the living conditions of the Islanders living there
and knew that we were called to help improve their situation in life.
Keys 4 Life is dedicated to impact that community in positive ways for children
and families in their homes, at the meal table, in their schools, with their faith,
and in the greater community at large.
“…...whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
-Matthew 25:40b (words of Jesus Christ)

Now, at the invitation of community leaders, school principals, and government
officials, with your help, we are making a difference in the quality of life for our
friends living in Isla Mujeres. Thank you for supporting the work of Keys 4 Life.
Together, with your financial donations and your physical presence, we truly are
the hands and feet of our Lord to these beautiful people!
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Meet Our Staff:
Ken & Debbie Wanovich - President & Vice President
Ken and Debbie make their home in Woodbury, Minnesota, but their hearts are with the people of Isla Mujeres,
Mexico and the disadvantaged people living in the United States and around the world. Ken is a professional
musician and songwriter, and Debbie is a retired special education teacher. They both enjoy fitness training,
walking, eating healthy food, and any time spent together with friends and family in Minnesota and on the island of Isla Mujeres.

Belinda Dorau Meier - Director & Treasurer
Belinda Meier joined the Keys 4 Life Board of Directors in August 2014 as the Treasurer. Belinda is a CPA and has
an extensive finance, accounting and internal audit background having held various positions with Nash Finch
Company, Prime Therapeutics, Best Buy, Target Corporation and Arthur Andersen. She is currently the Corporate
Controller for ConvergeOne. Belinda and her husband Tim live in Center City, Minnesota.

Tammy Porto - Director & Secretary
Tammy lives in Rosemount, MN and has three grown children. As a teacher, she has a passion for working with
children with disabilities. During her breaks from teaching she has had the pleasure of going to Isla Mujeres,
Mexico and also Haiti several times. Isla Mujeres is not only a captivating, beautiful island, but it has many poor
residents who have overflowing, sharing hearts. After the devastating 2010 earthquake in Haiti, God kept whispering to her to go to Haiti. She answered that call, and her heart has been forever changed. "I have received
much more than I give. Going to Isla and Haiti fills me up

Rick & Kim Firkus - Directors
Rick is a property manager and Kim is an ophthalmology assistant, but the work they love is helping with Keys
4 Life projects in the United States and in Mexico. Having been to the island several times, they love the simplicity of life, and the beautiful people and friends they have met through working on many projects in Guadalupana. They currently live in St. Paul, MN.

Robb Sals - Director
Robb is a Transformational Health Coach, and enjoys helping others overcome the emotional component of
poor eating habits, pain, and poor health in general. Robb enjoys studying Spanish (and most everything else)
and playing tennis. Robb and his wife Sally have a heart for the people of Isla Mujeres, especially their dear
friends living in Guadalupana. They play an indispensable role in implementing the delivery of resources for
Keys 4 Life to those needing support on the island of Isla Mujeres.

Jesus Daniel Juan Trejo (“Dany”) - Project Manager
Dany and his wife Cinthia have twin 14-year-old daughters, and a family business selling fruit cups and baked
goods. However, Dany once had a comfortable job working as a diesel mechanic on the boats in Isla Mujeres.
A valve he was working on ruptured, spraying hot diesel fuel directly into his eyes, causing severe damage to
his eyesight. Additionally, Dany's house in Guadalupana was one of many that caught fire and burned to the
ground when a neighbor's candle tipped over and the entire block went up in flames. In a short period of time,
Dany lost both his sight and his home. Nevertheless, Dany's spirit has been unwavering! With help from Keys 4
Life he has a rebuilt his house, has developed a passion to help others, and with God's help, is a catalyst for
hope and encouragement to his neighbors. He continues to be a source of inspiration to everyone in Guadalupana!
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Our Mission:
“To provide resources for children from low income families to access proper
nutrition, basic human needs, educational opportunities, and leadership training
in the four “KEY” areas of life: Spiritual, Educational, Emotional, and Physical.”
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About Isla Mujeres:
The Island of Isla Mujeres
Isla Mujeres is a Mexican island in the Caribbean Sea, located
eight miles off the coast from Cancún. It's a vacation destination
known for beaches such as the north end “Playa Norte,” resort
hotels, great restaurants, as well as snorkeling and scuba diving
on the surrounding coral reefs. At Punta Sur, the southern tip,
there's a lighthouse, the remains of a Mayan temple, and a sanctuary for sea turtles.
In 2015 the estimated population of the island was 19,500.
Today, many believe the population to be close to 23,000. Transportation on the island consists of mainly taxis, golf carts, and
scooters. Many vacationers staying in Cancun come to the island
on a “day trip,” as the ferry boats run back and forth to the
mainland every half-hour.
Every evening you will find plenty of spots for great food, gentle
ocean breezes, and live music!

Guadalupana

Picture

Our work has focused primarily with families living in Guadalupana, a small squatter village on the
south end of Isla Mujeres. There are approximately 250 families living in this village with dirt roads,
tar paper homes, and no electricity or drinkable running water. The people that occupy this little
village are the “worker bees.” They are the ones who support the tourism on the island by working in
the restaurants, hotels, and on the fishing boats. They are a happy, friendly people, and have welcomed us into their “family” with open arms. The average pay for them is $10 per day; hardly enough
to feed and take care of their families.
Keys 4 Life can build a small home for a family of four with a cement floor, new wooden supports, and
new lamina sides and roof for approximately $1,000.00. As our reputation grows on the island, we are
being invited into the schools and other areas to offer assistance to those who need help.
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Programs This Fiscal Year:
1. New White Boards at the Middle School
old white boards

In July, 2016, Each of the 13 classrooms at the middle school received new 12’ X 4’ white boards. Keys 4
Life worked with the Secretary of Education in Quintana Roo and were able to obtain the new white
boards from Mexico City.
Volunteers removed the old white boards, unloaded the truck with new
white boards, and installed them in each of the classrooms. The teachers were overcome with tears at
the sight of these new and improved white boards, markers, and erasers!

New White Boards!

7

2. New Paint for Middle School Walls

Continuing the work started last year at the middle school, Keys 4 Life
provided paint and volunteers to scrape and put fresh paint on the wall
surrounding the school. Teachers, administrators, staff, parents, and
volunteers all had fun on two days of scraping and painting.
July 2016
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3. New Projectors and Printers
In July 2016 and February 2017 Keys 4 Life supplied 3 teachers at the Julio
Sauri elementary school with printers and projectors for their classrooms
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4. Housing Repair and Rebuild

Keys 4 Life continued our projects to repair and rebuild homes with
dirt floors, torn and leaky roofs, and when the structure will not support a new roof, it may have to be torn down and rebuilt from scratch.
Two homes (July 2016) were provided with materials to give added
support for a new roof, and one family received materials (Feb 2017)
for a new cement floor over their dirt floor. They also received care
packages of food and basic necessities.
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5. Solar Panels In A Village With No Electricity

Ten families participated in a pilot project to put
solar panels on the roofs of their homes in order
to charge a battery that would give them 4-5
hours of electricity at night to run small appliances like lights for homework and TV for entertainment and news. These families paid half the
expense of these kits, and Keys 4 Life matched
their contribution and provided professional
installation. We now have a waiting list of 20
families that would like to enroll in this program!
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6. “Keep Your Island Beautiful” Initiative
Garbage on the streets is a huge problem on the island, and in Mexico
in general. Education is the key, and Keys 4 Life is starting with
elementary school children. If they can be educated to throw trash
into trash barrels instead of on the ground, they can be excellent role
models for their parents, neighbors, and older students.

Feb 2017
2017
Feb
At the Julio Sauri Elementary School, 5th and 6th graders participated
in a Keys 4 Life sponsored contest to make posters demonstrating the
importance of keeping their island beautiful. Every student who
participated received a prize. The grand prize for a 6th grade boy and
girl was a 9” Samsung tablet.
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7. “Keep Your Island Beautiful” Initiative - part 2

Feb 2017
Keys 4 Life partnered with the Director of Public Services and purchased
20 large garbage barrels and painted our name and the word “BASURA” or
“garbage” on them. The Department of Public Services has agreed to
place them throughout the island and empty them on their regular trash
pickup routes.
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8. Medical Supplies for the Local Clinic
Dr. Xhanat Mora is a doctor who runs a small medical clinic mid-island for
islanders and expatriates (American citizens living in Mexico) who need
treatment. She even makes house calls for those too sick to come in.
Many local families need help, but cannot afford to pay for treatment.
To help ease the financial burden of patients and keep Dr. Xhanat helping
Islanders, Keys 4 Life brought her to a medical supply store in Cancun,
and filled the taxi with medical supplies that will last her 4-6 months.

Feb 2017

Dr. Xhanat Mora
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9. Gifts for Teachers & Students at Julio Sauri Elementary School

Steve, Sue, Jesse, & Carol (friends of Keys 4 Life)
brought down books for the school library,
gift bags for all the teachers, and small gifts
for the students.
They were much appreciated!
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10. Painting at Julio Sauri Elementary School
When the school bell rang at 4pm. on
February 23, 2017, hundreds of parents
and students from both morning and
afternoon sessions began to pour into
the little elementary school just north of
Guadalupana. Keys 4 Life, in coordination with the school principal, had provided enough paint and accessories to sand and
paint every desk, every chair, and every wall of
each classroom with a fresh coat of paint. This
project fit so perfectly with our model of ministry… we provide the materials, the people themselves provide the labor. By 4:30pm. every desk
and chair had been removed from the classrooms
and brought outside for cleaning, sanding and painting. Parents, students, and
teachers were all working together to give this school a complete makeover. By
9:30pm. chairs, and tables were drying, and each classroom’s walls were finished.
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11. KEYS 4 LIFE Supports Other Island Initiatives
The Isla Mujeres Scholarship Program
The Isla Mujeres Scholarship Program was
started in 2005 by a group of Ex-Pats who
wanted to help high school students living in
Isla Mujeres who showed great potential but
had very little financial means. Students apply
for the program and, if selected, must communicate with their sponsors regularly and
maintain good grades. There are currently 12
students in this program and each has a team
of supporters backing them with monthly financial support. In February, 2016, Keys 4 Life

Esperanza receives her new laptop computer

provided 3 new HP laptops to the scholarship program to be designated for students selected but who do not have a functioning laptop. Esperanza, a current student in the program, attends high school and writes, “Our family is very low on resources but I would like
to finish my education because I want a profession. I live in Guadalupana without electricity nor computer, among other things, for school because we don’t have the money. My
parents are both working in situations where they don’t make much money.” Esperanza
(shown above) was the recipient of one of the HP laptops donated by Keys 4 Life.

The Isla Mujeres Helmets For Children
In March, 2017, Keys 4 Life donated 25 helmets
to the Isla Mujeres Helmets For Children Campaign.
The Isla Mujeres Children’s Helmet Campaign was
created to address the need to raise awareness
about the importance of wearing a helmet and to
supply helmets to all elementary school children.
Since the motorcycle scooter is the equivalent of
the “family van,” you will commonly see families
of up to 5 riding on their “moto” for transportation. Isla Mujeres has a law requiring all adults
on mopeds/motorcycles to wear helmets, but the law does not apply to children.
Often times you'll see a parent wearing a helmet while the children are not. The Isla
Mujeres Helmets For Children campaign seeks to provide all elementary aged children on
Isla Mujeres with a helmet, as well as education and awareness pertaining to the importance of everyone wearing a helmet when riding on a moto.
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12. KEYS 4 LIFE Supports Children and Families in Need
Skin Grafts For Gabriella
Gabriella had a terrible accident when she was 2. She
poured a pan with hot oil on her and did not get
proper help at the time of the accident. She ended up
with bad scars on her neck, chest shoulder, arm, forearm and hand. Bullying at school has affected her for
8 years. Keys 4 Life contributed $500.00 towards the
surgery for a plastic surgeon and another surgeon to
perform the surgery and follow-up therapy to repair
the scar damage. Now Gabriella will have the opportunity to have a body with full range of motion in her
arm, chest, shoulder and neck.

A Bed For Maricruz and Her Two Little Children
Maricruz is a single mom living in
Guadalupana with two little children.
Her situation is complicated, but not
uncommon. Ultimately, it’s the children
who suffer the consequences of decisions made by dad and mom, and it is
hard to watch them suffer as a result.
Mom and both children were sleeping
on the dirt floor. Keys 4 Life purchased
a used bed for Maricruz so she would
have a warm, comfortable bed for her
two little ones and herself.
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13. Public Worship Services on the Beach

February, 2017

With song books and guitar in hand, we held public
worship services every Sunday at North Beach at
9:00am.
Using a combination of contemporary
choruses and hymns, Ken Wanovich led the group in
a time of worship and encouragement from the Scriptures. All were welcome.
Attendance ranged from 15 to 35. It is our goal to expand on the attendance in
the future. What a privilege it was to worship in HIS sanctuary and experience the
beauty of God’s creation.
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2017 Fiscal Year Donor List
Thank you to all who have partnered with us to improve the quality of life
for so many beautiful people! June 1, 2016 through May 31, 2017 donors:
Individual Donations

Lisa Godfrey
Margaret Phillips
Mark & Kim Baillie
Michael Scott
Michael Wickman
Pamela Huntley
Paul & Denise Atkinson
Reginal & Theresa Durhman
Rick & Kim Firkus
Robert Peterson
Ron & Rebecca Gilles
Scott & Denise Bocklund
Scott & Nancy Kargas
Scott & Nancy Kohs
Stephen Michael Shearer
T. Mulder
Tamara & Denise Peterson
Tamera Porto
The Wisconsin Cheese Group
Tim & Belinda Meier
Warren & Sally Nelson
Wendy Plauda

Angie Nelson
Ashley Christie-Blogin
Barbara J. Andal
Big Frog T-Shirts of Woodbury
Bill & Tami Ostlund
Brian & Martina Edgren
Carolyn Bowman
Cheryl Miles
Craig Pier
Dan & Becky Koller
Dan & Polly Froelich
Dan Perry
Daniel & Cyndy Bennis
Dave & Denise Swager
Dave & Lori Petrik
Dave & Rebecca Duvick
David & Delaine Nelson
David & Denise Swager
David Davidson
David Nguyen
Doug & Susan Mueller
Duane & Paula Johnson
East Metro Environmental, Inc.
Eric & Kara Morely
Gonzalo & Tamra Medina
Grant Amadio
Henry Huot, Jr.
James Flannery
Jane Johnson
Jason & Jacxkie Munson
Jeanne Winiecki
Joe & Mary Beth Gillis
John & JaNell Sabin
John & Joy Hiiva
John & Kerry Huot
John Mangan
John Ritter
Ken & Debbie Wanovich
Kevin & Patti Trinka
Leann Gault
Lee & Sharon Wanovich
Linda Robb

Baskets, Live Auction Items, & Misc. Gifts
Afton House Inn, Afton
Agave Kitchen, Hudson
Alan Honn Glass, Center City
Al's Center Saloon, Center City
Angelina's Kitchen, Woodbury
Art of Optiks, Wayzata
Big Frog T-Shirts of Woodbury
Bungalow Inn, Lakeland
Carbone's Pizza, Rosemount
Carefree Cottages of Maplewood
Gonzalo & Tamara Medina
Huot Manufacturing, St. Paul
Mama Maria's, North Hudson
Merrill Hair Designers, Plymouth
Park Nicollet Eye Specialists, St. Louis Park
Target, Woodbury
Tim & Belinda Meier
Wickman-Shearer Associates, Woodbury
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Keys 4 Life Financial Summary

Keys 4 Life, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position
Current Fiscal Year Ending May 31, 2017
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Keys 4 Life, Inc.
Financial Activity / Income & Expenses
Current Fiscal Year Ending May 31, 2017

Total Support & Revenue: $29,701.00

Individual Contributions

Gala Income

49%

51%

Total Expenses: $28,495.00
Project Expenses

Fixed Expenses
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Keys 4 Life - Looking Forward
Keys 4 Life will continue to empower children and families
with the tools and resources they need to help themselves.
As we look to the future, here are some of our hopes and dreams:
1,. Expand our donor base and message
● Help others get to know Keys 4 Life and the people we love in Isla Mujeres, Mexico and beyond
● Grow our financial support so Keys 4 Life can continue to operate with the resources we need
● Encourage others to get involved with Keys 4 Life
2. Continue our work on the island of Isla Mujeres, Mexico
● Continue helping families living in Guadalupana improve their living situations
● Continue helping other island families with their housing and survival needs
● Continue our work in the schools helping with upkeep and repairs
● Continue our support for classroom teachers with supplies, printers, projectors, etc.
● Continue our support for Dr. Xhanat’s medical clinic
● Continue our support for other island programs:
♦ Isla Mujeres Student Scholarship Program
♦ Isla Mujeres Diabetes Program
♦ Isla Mujeres Helmets for Children Program
3. Continue our solar panel initiative
Every home should have nighttime electricity for children to do their homework, adults to read and
improve themselves, and have family entertainment time
4. Provide desperately needed physical fitness equipment and educational supplies for the schools
● Soccer Balls, Basket Balls, Baseballs, etc.
● Books, Workbooks, Paper, etc.
● Classroom Printers
● Classroom LCD Projectors
● School uniforms for children & families that cannot afford them
● Facility repairs and maintenance
5. Visit each of the schools and build relationships with the teachers and other staff members
6. Support Local Businesses by purchasing items in Mexico.
7. Continue hosting fundraising events to benefit Keys 4 Life:
● December Gala (first Saturday of December)
● House Concerts (included with VIP gala ticket purchases)
● Isla Gives Back Music Festival (hosted and supported by Isla Mujeres island musicians)
● Make plans for an Island Gala (duplicating our December gala in Mexico)
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Keys 4 Life - Get Involved!
We would love to have you join us in our mission “to provide resources for children from low income families to access proper nutrition, basic human needs, educational opportunities, and
leadership training in the four KEY areas of life: Spiritual, Educational, Emotional, and Physical.”
Here are several ways you can get involved:
1. Financial Support - Keys 4 Life is a federally recognized 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.
Your financial contributions are tax deductible.
You can donate through our secure web site, www.keys4life.org
You can also mail a check to: Keys 4 Life, 417 N. Main St., Center City, MN 55012
2. Attend our next Gala on Saturday, December 2, 2017.
Over half our annual income comes from our December gala
3. Volunteer at our December Gala.
Many volunteer positions are available
Contact Ken Wanovich by email at: kenwanovich@gmail.com for more info
4. Make a silent auction basket for our December Gala.
Your basket contents are tax-deductible by providing a receipt for the contents
This is a great way to be involved with helping us fund our programs
5. Take a “Vacation With a Purpose”.
There are always things to do to support the families and schools of Isla Mujeres
Spend a week or more in Isla Mujeres on vacation, and dedicate half a day or even
more to working with us on one of our many ongoing projects. Let us know
when you plan to be on the island and we can coordinate with you on a project
that fits your skill set and area of interest
6. Pray for us.
Hardly a week goes by that we are not made aware of a family in need, a project
needing support, children needing school supplies, teachers needing teaching
supplies, etc. Please pray that God will give us wisdom and discernment to be
good stewards of the money and resources you have entrusted us with.
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Thank you!
On behalf of the Keys 4 Life Board of Directors, I want to THANK YOU for your
ongoing support of this organization. We have had an opportunity to witness
firsthand the powerful, life-changing impacts that your donations have had - and
continue to have - on the families in Isla Mujeres, Mexico. We are blessed that
you have entrusted us with your generous contributions, and we are committed
to continuing to provide 'a hand up' to these wonderful people. Keys 4 Life was
founded to make a difference in the spiritual, educational, emotional and physical needs for some of the poorest families around the globe; we are honored to
be faithful stewards of your financial gifts. Please accept our most sincere
thanks as we look forward to another wonderful year making a difference…
TOGETHER!

Ken Wanovich
Keys 4 Life Executive Director
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